
MERIT EDUCATION GROUP

Intermediate Algebra · Expressions

Unit 1 — Lesson 1: What Is a Variable? — Translation 

Match 🃏

Game Type: Team card-matching game

Duration: 10 minutes

Setup: 4-6 teams. Each team gets a deck of 16 cards (8 word phrases + 8 matching expressions).

Rules: Teams race to match each word phrase with its corresponding algebraic expression. First team to 

correctly match all 8 pairs wins.

Scoring: 1 point per correct match + 2 bonus points for first team finished.

Printable Card Deck — 8 Pairs (16 cards)

Cards are 9-up on letter-size cardstock (3 columns × 3 rows). Cut along lines.

┌──────────────────┐  ┌──────────────────┐  ┌──────────────────┐
│  Phrase           │  │  Phrase           │  │  Phrase           │
│  a number plus 8  │  │  5 less than a    │  │  twice a number   │
│                   │  │  number           │  │                   │
│                   │  │                   │  │                   │
│  MATCH: n + 8     │  │  MATCH: n − 5     │  │  MATCH: 2n        │
└──────────────────┘  └──────────────────┘  └──────────────────┘
┌──────────────────┐  ┌──────────────────┐  ┌──────────────────┐
│  Phrase           │  │  Phrase           │  │  Phrase           │
│  a number divided │  │  the sum of a     │  │  the product of   │
│  by 3             │  │  number and 6     │  │  4 and a number   │
│                   │  │                   │  │                   │
│  MATCH: n ÷ 3     │  │  MATCH: n + 6     │  │  MATCH: 4n        │
└──────────────────┘  └──────────────────┘  └──────────────────┘
┌──────────────────┐  ┌──────────────────┐
│  Phrase           │  │  Phrase           │
│  a number         │  │  the quotient of  │
│  decreased by 2   │  │  a number and 5   │
│                   │  │                   │
│  MATCH: n − 2     │  │  MATCH: n ÷ 5     │
└──────────────────┘  └──────────────────┘

Answer Key

h h

a number plus 8 n + 8 5 less than a number n − 5

twice a number 2n a number divided by 3 n ÷ 3

the sum of a number and 6 n + 6 the product of 4 and a number 4n

a number decreased by 2 n − 2 the quotient of a number and 5 n ÷ 5

PBIS Integration — Merit Time

h h

**READY** Cards set out face-down, sorted by white backing; 

each player knows their role (picker, matcher, checker)

**RESPONSIBLE** Match cards stay in the team area; return 

all 16 cards to the envelope at the bell



**RESPECTFUL** Quiet celebration; compliment others' 

matches without shaming

**Bonus: Velocity** First team to correctly match all 8 pairs 

earns +5 points

**Bonus: Readiness** Team with the cleanest, fully-returned 

workspace earns +3 points

**Bonus: Streak** 3+ consecutive correct matches double that 

round's points


