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Combining Like Terms

Day 11 of 20 · Theme: Itasca State Park

MINNESOTA STANDARDS (MDE 2022)

Standard: 9.3.5.7

LEARNING OBJECTIVES & SUCCESS CRITERIA

• I can apply the lesson’s core skill with fluency and check my answers for reasonableness.

• I can explain my reasoning using math vocabulary.

• I can connect the math to the lesson’s real-world career and cultural context.

ENGAGEMENT & PACING

Strategy: Think-Pair-Share Practice Format: Small Group Practice Duration: 50 minutes

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS — PRACTICE ANSWERS (VERIFIED)

Scaffold (Tier 1) Prompt: Simplify 3x + 5 + 2x - 3. Model answers:

• 5x + 2 On-Level (Tier 2) Prompt: Simplify 7a + 4 - 2a + 6. Simplify 4y squared + 3y - 2y squared + y. 

Model answers:

• 5a + 10 and 2y squared + 4y Extension (Tier 3) Prompt: Simplify 5m + 3n - 2m + 7n - 4. Model 

answers:

• 3m + 10n - 4

EXIT TICKET — ANSWER & SCORING
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Exit ticket: Show your work for full credit Scoring: 1 point per exit ticket; mastery = 4 of 4. Collect before 

the final 5 minutes; address misconceptions next lesson’s bell ringer.

DIFFERENTIATION (3 TIERS)

• Tier 1 (Support): Use tiered practice ‘go’; provide a GEMDAS keyword bank and sentence starters.

• Tier 2 (On-Level): Work ‘set’ problems; partner check before whole-class reveal.

• Tier 3 (Challenge): Complete ‘extra’ extension; ask students to create their own verbal phrase.

CULTURE & CAREER CONNECTION

• Culture: Liberian (Liberia) Liberian Americans are a growing Minnesota community, many settling in 

Brooklyn Park and Brooklyn Center.

• Career: CVRx — Minneapolis | Clinical Trial Coordinator | BS | $106,184 O*NET SOC: 11-9121.01
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